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SUBJ: MOSCOW UNOFFICIAL ARTISTS' EXHIBITION IS ON AGAIN 
REF: MOSCOW 12385 

1. THE LEADERS OF MOSCOW'S UNOFFICIAL ARTIST COMMUNITY TOLD 
EMBOFF SEPTEMBER 5 OF DECISION BY MOSCOW CULTURAL AUTHORITIES 
PERMITTING THEM TO HOLD AN EXHIBIT WHICH WILL OCCUR SEPTEMBER 20-30 
IN PALACE OF CULTURE OF NATIONAL EXHIBITION OF ECONOMIC 
ACHIEVEMENTS (VDNKH). ONLY MUSCOVITE ARTISTS WILL BE ALLOWED 
TO EXHIBIT IN LARGE TWO-STORY EXHIBIT HALL DESCRIBED BY ARTISTS 
AS IN EVERY WAY BETTER THAN THE VDNKH BEEKEEPING PAVILION WHERE 
LAST YEAR'S EXHIBIT WAS HELD. UP TO 200 ARTISTS WILL EXHIBIT 
SOME 1,000 PAINTINGS AND OTHER WORKS. ACCORDING TO THE ARTISTS, 
THERE IS TO BE NO PRIOR CENSORSHIP, ALTHOUGH A COMMISSION FROM 
THE MOSCOW GORISPOLKOM HAS ALREADY INFORMALLY LOOKED AT A 
REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLING. THE ONLY CONDITIONS IMPOSED ON THE 
EXHIBIT ARE THAT THERE BE NO PORNOGRAPHY AND NO "ANTI-SOVIET 1 ' 

WORK. IT WAS SPECIFICALLY AGREED THAT WORKS WITH RELIGIOUS 
THEMES MAY BE INCLUDED. THE ONLY PROBLEMS THAT THE ARTISTS 
FORESEE STEM FROM THE SHORT SET-UP AND TAKE-DOWN TIME (ONE DAY 
EACH) AND THE PROBLEMS OF ORGANIZING SUCH A LARGE OPERATION IN 
TWO WEEKS. THE ARTISTS SAY THAT THEY ARE MORE THAN SATISFIED 
WITH THESE ARRANGEMENTS, AND THAT THEY CONSIDER THEM ALTOGETHER 
MUCH BETTER THAN THE CONDITIONS SURROUNDING LAST YEAR'S EXHIBIT. 
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2. COMMENT: IT IS NOT QUITE CLEAR WHY THE AUTHORITIES REVERSED 
THEMSELVES. WE SPECULATE THAT ONE OF THE REASONS MAY HAVE TO 
DO WITH A REALIZATION THAT A REFUSAL TO HOLD AN EXHIBIT IN 
MOSCOW (WHERE THE WESTERN PRESS CORPS LIVES) MIGHT BE BADLY 
SEEN IN THE WEST IN THE IMMEDIATE POST-HELSINKI PERIOD. THE 
AUTHORITIES MAY SIMPLY FEEL THAT THERE WILL BE LESS FUSS CREATED 
BY PERMITTING THE ARTISTS THEIR EXHIBIT THAN IF THE CATEGORIC 
REFUSAL WERE MAINTAINED. BY DELAYING THE OPENING UNTIL THE 20TH, 
THE AUTHORITIES AVOID THE POSSIBILITY OF THE EXHIBIT (OR IN ITS 
ABSENCE A PROTEST) OCCURING ON SEPTEMBER 15TH, THE FIRST 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE FAMOUS "BULLDOZER EXHIBIT." A SIMILAR 
EXHIBIT IN LENINGRAD, AND LIMITED ONLY TO LOCAL ARTISTS, WILL 
OPEN ON THE 10TH (SEE MOSCOW 12382). BY LIMITING THE MOSCOW 
EXHIBIT TO RESIDENT ARTISTS THE AUTHORITIES CAN CITE THE 
LENINGRAD PRECEDENT, AND CAN IN THEORY - KEEP THE ALL-UNION 
MINISTRY OF CULTURE OUT OF THE LINE OF FIRE, SINCE A STRICTLY 
LOCAL EXHIBIT COMES UNDER THE COMPETENCE OF MUNICIPAL AUTHORITIES. 
(IN FACT WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE DECISIONS TO PROHIBIT THE EXHIBIT 
AND ITS SUBSEQUENT RECISION WERE TAKEN AT THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
LEVEL.) ADDITIONALLY THE AUTHORITIES MAY HOPE TO CREATE 
TENSION BETWEEN THOSE ARTISTS ALLOWED TO EXHIBIT AND 
OTHERS INCLUDING THOSE WHO ARE NOT OFFICIALLY RESIDENT HERE 
ALTHOUGH THEY LIVE AND WORK IN MOSCOW. ARTISTS TO WHOM WE 
TALKED DID NOT EXCLUDE THIS THOUGH THEY THOUGHT IT WAS NOT A 
MAJOR REASON FOR THE LIMITATIONS. 
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